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The Dyeing Culture of Royal Garments in the Late Joseon Dynasty

Soon-Young Kim

Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Seoul National University; Seoul, Korea

Abstract : This study explores the culture surrounding the dyeing of royal garments in the late Joseon Dynasty. The find-
ings of this study are as follows. First, several dyes were used to color royal garments, such as jicho, honghwa, danmok,
simhwang, sambo, gochwa, chija, and namjong. Mordants such as maesil, hwanghoemok, yeohoe, and baeckban were also
used with the dyes. Second, the Sangeuiwon (f4<[t) was the department in charge of the purchasing of dyes and the
entire dyeing practice. It was the Seonhyecheong (& 2 ) and the Hojo (F &) who provided revenue to the Sangeuiwon
through a wongong, regular tribute, and a bokjeong (supplementary tribute). Additionally, additional dyes, if found to be
insufficient, could be provided by the Hojo. Every year the Hojo provided jicho, honghwa, and danmok to the Sangeuiwon,
and sometimes imported namjong from China. Third, royal garments were, in most cases, dyed by the Sangeuiwon’s pro-
fessional dyers and court ladies belonging to the sewing department in each palace. Naenongpo (N @) eunuchs were
in charge of the indigo crops of each palace. Finally, more dye was used in royal garments than in the clothes of com-
moners to obtain a deeper shade of color. In addition, dyers tried to achieve a clear and vivid tone in their garments. Silk
which absorbed color relatively easily, was dyed inside the palace using an ice vat filled with fresh indigo leaves; however,
cotton was difficult to dye and was sent to professional indigo dyers outside the palace.

Key words: dyeing(d ), dyers(®47), dyes(¥ ), royal garments(34 £-2]), sangeuiwon(’d2] )
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Table 1. Dyes and mordants documented in the 'Sangbang Jeongryes
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Dyes Mordants

Materials to be dyed Colors

Growmwell [Z#]

Safflower [#I1E]

Sappan wood [J37K]
Turmeric [FR%]
Sappan wood [J17K]
Hispid Arthraxon [—F]

Alum [H%]

Alum [F%]

Pagoda tree blossom [BfE]
Cape jasmine [HET]
Woad seeds [FHEEFH]

Dyer's knotweed seeds [H#:fE]

Japanese apricot [#FE]
Yellow ash tree [F/KAK]

Japanese apricot [fFEf]
Wild spinach ash [2/K]

Yellow ash tree [FEKA

Slaked lime made from oyster shells [WE/X]
Slaked lime made from oyster shells [Wi/X]

Toju [Hfh], Sa [#%] Purple [$:119]

Sukcho [FA]
Toju [Hh]
Cotton [##Afi]
Sa [#]
Jeongju [HlA]

Deep red [KAL]

Beonhong [fE#T]

Jusa [#Hk]
Toju [], Sa 5]

Red [#1]
Yucheong [ ]
Green [#f%]
Yellow [3%]
Yellow [#]
Indigo blue [E]
Indigo blue [#]
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Table 2. Unit cost and amount of each dye and mordant supplied through the regular tribute [JCE], documented in the "Sangbang Jeongryes

Unit costs and allocated

D; Ti i * tti idi
yes and ra.de Umt* Amounts Revenues Offices providing Uses places documented in
Mordants units costs revenues .
the TMangi Yoramj
— Geun [IT] 1seok 135geun 144seok Dye for
Safflower [#I1£] Yang [i] ldu 10yang 10du deep red [KAL]
4seung po [4ii] 3pil JE] per
Gyunyeok geun in Bukcheong [1L7]
and Hamheung [##];
Safflower IR Sangpyeong 4seung po 6pil per geun in
[RATAE] Geun [IT] Jinhyul 3cheong <ung Po OP Per &
e Gilju [#7], Myeongcheon
’ - [#)1]] and Gyeongseong
Gamyeong [ %)
Growmwell I 156geun S2seok Dye for
o Geun 11 sqy o 2du Hojo [F#1] "
[£7] Yang [fi] yang Sseung purple [$515]
3du 26geun 14seok sHC™ 8du per gel‘m 1An Gangwon
8yang 12du [T
Japanese _ o Mordant for deep 10du per geun in Yangnam
. e Gi 10du T74geun 516seok SHC
apricot [#fFE(] eun [T] & red and purple [
Dye for . .
Pagoda tree 6seok wor __10du per geun in Gyeonggi
ossom iy O T 100 0smn SHCT aeteong i) P E
and green [%fk] ”
Mordant for . .
Yellow j:ii Dong [] 8du 30dong L6seok SHC™ purple, green. 8du per dorLg één Gyeonggi
tree [HRA] and Yucheong, L]
Hispid Arthraxon ] 6seok Dye for Yucheong
[=H] Dong [I3]] 10du 10dong 10du and green
Wild spinach . Mordant for
i Iseok 3seok 3seok Hojo
ash [£EIK] Seok [f] l deep red
7du dseok 250k sHC™ Sseung per du in Gyeonggi
Sseung [FF] (i)
Indigo seed Du [H] Iseok 10du 10seok sHC™ Seeds for' indigo  1seok per‘ du in Hoseo
[BERE) growing [P
Mordant for 8du per geun in Yeongnam
Alum [(%5]  Geun [IT] 8du 30geun 16seok SHC Beonhong [iE] Lo € en
GGl
and red [fl]
Slaked lime made 10du 1seok - Mordant for  7seung per du in Gyeonggi
from oyster shells Seok [f7] 2seok SHC L X
] Sseung 6du indigo dyeing [
[WEIK]
*Currency is rice [K]
**SHC is the Seonhyechong [T ]
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Table 3. Amount of each dye supplied through the supplementary tribute [ %], documented in the FSangbang Jeongryes

Dyes Amounts Allocated amounts Allocated places Uses
Safflower [%L{£] 150geun [IT] 60geun Hamgyeong Gamsa [Bififi7]]  Dye for deep red [Kil]

15geun Gyeongseong [ ]
15geun Myeongcheon [FAJI[]
25geun Gilju [FIM]
15geun Bukcheong [HLF]
20geun Hamheung [R{#]

Cape jasmine [HET] Igeun [fT] 8yang [Fd] Jeju [FFIN] Dye for Yucheong [#IiF],
Syang Siui [ii%] green [5ifk], and yellow [F%]
3yang Daejeong [Ki#f]

Table 4. Amount of each dye supplied through an annual tribute by the Hojo [ ] and an annual import by the Hojo, documented in the "Sangbang

Jeongryey

Supply methods Dyes

Amounts Uses

Annual tribute [FFEHE] Safflower [#[1£]
Growmwell [£#]
Sappan wood [J17K]

Annual import [F7HEH | Dyer's knotweed seeds [JH#5fH]

Turmeric [R5 ]

100geun [IT] Dye for deep red [J#L]

250geun Dye for purple [#8119]

120geun Dye for various shades of red [#I]

20du [*H] Seeds for indigo growing
30du Dye for Beonhong [f%+HL]

g T=s TR PP, o 546 715E =F ke
AN AEE P W82 Table 33 Lot Aojde BAS
zp Ao miE dge] ook AAE deE A ¥

o Yol /My BT A AF
WS, TABEE, Ao sk,

Aw, BAw, Aok, A, FHE, AE 5 A
= A

Hu
j=7)

X,

[¢)

F wgith Fale) A$ wigel AE Ae) R Hen,
A 7}

=

I BT ABHL, A AFES BPEe] WEE vl
A wsEg g Aol T2 ASHNSS O F Uk 5
= UEYA Be o] agone 3L Fa) FHH0
= FEUk, Ate 9F B3 TEA @ous o
Al B B WPHOR FHUGE 0T ol 5
e,

gl &Fo] B3 Ag sxolA mid BSsii=d)
°lE TxAdulg} dot. FAow FIEA e =59 4
= ARI@ATA A FG8 oAl A=
bl ol daldFet I VP, o SR Es
Bty A AF-FAAEHHETERET O 15" =F 7H
o G4 AEE G2l W82 Table 49k 2t} A XIu)
2508 Fo} Ax, Tl gk Mi|ad; A8 4 3%
ZPgALE (PR ARl ol sx27t wid Fdel] el
o] Bao oJaf Aoz o Ax, HES AHIEE ¢
4= ek °)8 9RE vid % oabolA el AFE A
< BH, gd B20) A A A ] A ehg
ol-§-3k FAe] o] wo] FaiHeS AT & Ut

o 7heul 53 BEe ) zAe] AHEo] oholy Fx

SO ot JEOTHEIY ol o & FEFoIU.
71 eshy A& 4 sxzPgatel] ofshd, dEe S
ZHE suity 2] BEEe] Fag A AFEHUSS
o ik TE2 2ALbe] ol Aol dFel EgtE o]
UAE pgkomz Ae Fxo oEHPA Aotk MgxE
Ay YE=T oJshd @] Wrte &8kl of 120 A

Gl Hlwd AHEe AFATHKim, 2004).

327t A T & B ke A AlE2e
$Et Aol . Fde A% 9A @E rRIRIR
Aol|A A=EER] g FZolt), ey o] Afle FxA
A 97] Hrks WA XA FR10Z stodm WYsA st

1 BN oft

d

< o] 7FsIAE HESIH FFE Hastel Aot Td
e, Az 2d1778) 108 10€ s dolA = (e o
ShE BT A] opl 73} Pl 7o Ag =9 7]Fo] o]
2k AH S SR g

st oot TATA,
ol olaR, Abelglel Z7ke] AR Rolel mje}
A ]



S GEe dEFoz P Aot} 2FFL 4
A A2k AR1oR UA Q). SIS 2549 ¢t
55 Yhes ARlolth 5] A4S T FUFel LA
el 2 Z71RE AAH R VS el B B3]
o] k== ol o]&HATHChun, 2005). wehA tE 7Hed)
Fda gl SAND Zelnh. 9%, HEH, ST
A%, el ® ool Alegdel= ZHt 1090, 2020, 2214<]
ARlEC] AeH, 2HHe] Zgolle Aol ozt I
o= 6] Aelo] ui&=Eo] Ut 22 Fofe] A Rlo]
2} SltfEtE 4 FAE E5kon, o5 7t #AeA e
2 3k BF] 9L AYAT

&

aRE) RS o) F1sE el 0 AR 5 g
Al A=t 24 @774 HE _
ek, el WzkE FEeIAM| L, (1865-83/1956) 29
A o) P, “lZPA] WAl ALEA] SHIA] A18-7F
AR} Aokl A FHIL msE AT 4l glow,
sl ole] B Balo] AZE A% oAU e 2ol

= Ffol7k 917 qlei%e] Hek Wtk A0 e e

A W S i

ao] A=/l WAL WL Yk 2A F1 BEF S 7
Ale] st S B <ol SAEE WY FFYol W
PR A7lelck. BrEe] FS AYHD AS 2%l G
NS ol e Athe] BN ofi= AH Ax=e] 194]
7) Sl SR @A el € Aol

e e Aol ofzE dEit) A8 AE HAE
o] HAE A g ol Ggo) 19417] Lrkx] &
&) AlXo] AR FrkE FAE YU 1895 AL
adre] AFFYEERT) 28] ULl A& & 7159
Al G B2o] dAS Qs F AE ARIe] EAE IR
 ATHKim, 2010). 2F 431867l 71" TSz,
AMe A= o 9 Sl Y ST EER AR )Y o] EXE

R

=
She g, 7 e TR RIS W FeN ()
]

2
Woll A4&F F1e] Ao ATHKim, 2007). ©1F dTUEC] &
Az 37 45 Zoz A=Y THFHAE; Z4E2d(1722)
89 14, I A%o] FUrF FHe A= F Ad d vk
TUETHE 7IAF U8ellA o8 f5F & 5 Sl

53] @do] e, sdelde] da g My o]
@ro] FHEE AU H3Jo] T 7|FM = SRlEL). T}

=4 F7) 98 B 9 5197

WA A1 P 4 A3 o] AdRNERE dES G
o] 4 E£gHE] Itk 7 A3} FojA] ojH HorE
Aol HAPES WA she Ftoloh Eik AU
713 %% 263(1700) 62 219, dlz7F AW I Yol
A Agsle] Jusiar s e Ay aels @9 &
718 A3 Wgo] Atk o] 7AiM BE] Al A
WS e B2 itk Ui, S Wi AR &
3 AR 24 g Ageo] IS8 ATlE Aotk MY
Jolls FGolAl 22l 22, N u 2= 22, T3y
oAl Lhre] & 98 58 B3tk o2 B o Fy Iy
2 7F A3} Fole] FidS Fele ZloH, hd e A
ool FA Ze Pu AL NH = UYL ¢
Ak, webA gdde] A Adeide] dedst 7 dat g 3
5 AASS ¢ F Uk

o
i
piic)

o

=z O
%
i
2

gk ollEt FH= 7+ A ol AR AsiFh
A=, Az 2d1778) 29 129, AZ7) Aol 53}
o &3} 10023 w1028 73l Sol== Yk 7]=0)
Utk AxE 59 13¢0l A 3o Wate] 23k 1002, =
A 57E EFeE Solgal R 7 FHIE 91 A
ol=tl, olF 7150 E & wf 7t FolA Z3le] A% s
Aes AT 4 ok TSz, 54 Aoddde ol
@yl sl B8] 71559 e, o7 F3l, A
Z, 4R, WA, A3}, A3, wjd, X2}, @ Fo] 23}
=of et el & 3R] A oA 7k 3 o
AFsle UFEe] 9455 A2y sloluh

32 HE@EE, Zwel 2o 22|

$O19 DI BEEA)P] T Ak &
A%, GRS v FEucl o §AW T P} wel A
o ez TR Wobd o2 Awlsie] Fale] o] gar.
A o] eJslA ol ool en? of

> 32

ofo
3
)
B o |1 2 Lo

Pk o
RIBA = T
w3} Beisjel, 24 F700) P4 28 9% Pl PAG

W B AR fe A8 PHo] mE 2YEI IR
%] S T ANUCE FRARAE, Q1= 6d(1628) 9¢ 24
A 7IApellA, AR A8FE Adre] A GERE, Fihe]
U Wl AU, MHANEE, <% 3791711 1€ 23Y

(]

d

7PN el SR el S0t el a%E
ool &S welaL )tk
Felddel e 24 A7IHE AS Sloigta Aot
A



198 81529)2219)818) %) AI15H A2E, 20134

s

A dHe o5 A T SAE ddiolrh deld &
Hlo] SR Wellde =AU 2 2 e SIS
o, Agolre Wt wlwd Azt 77k /el i
oitt. 3 MANES, &% 37d(1711) 1€ 3%, 9%
(1729) 128 139¢] 7]AplA Hex dgat deld '@
aZo] g 289 Age] A, STHHE)RE MR
HH) § 245 Aol WA=l Nd g & &+ Qv
gl oMo i Afuob £E2 WL N )e] 2
sloll Stk Wexe 2N 5] FFHES &
2 AAE AuEid @, T o BAE TE fAs
< =3 HF el AATh THELY, Bx 159 4
A 7IAPIA, gl & FE7F HE WEex FEE
3lol] FFo] FHozRE AR U & Aok
S enkehe AN T WHE] FXE dh &

lo b

olft Fﬁ oy

]

|0 "o

-

U )

e
l‘%ﬁgg_l

o

]
zl

+
tot

7] o go] Fet Ujghso] 2o WY 28E 47lske Lo
Bl 1ol MAGER ) A4S BRHOR FA5
71 AR Rolet.

el et Wsme] o] ol ol Rolhrim A4
= AR b AL TIRES, 9E 304(1754) 49
NE= 2o e 2 8

N

Table 5. Amounts of dyes and mordants used to dye each color, documented in the "Sangbang Jeongryes , "Gyuhap Chongseos , "Takji Junjeols

Colors Materials Unit f)f Dyes Amount Mordants Amount of each Mordants Amount of each Resources
to be dyed Materials of each dye mordant mordant
Purple Toju [tA] Pil [E] Growmwell 8geun [JT] Yellow ash tree 20geun Japanese lgeun SI
[Exig)| [ZH] [FIRA] apricot [HFE[]
Toju Pil Growmwell 6geun /o
Toju Pil Growmwell 6geun (A
6yang
8jeon
Sa [k] Geun [IT] Growmwell 13geun  Yellow ash tree 1dong ST
(5]
Deep red Toju Pil Safflower 12geun Wildspinach 4du [FH] Japanese 12geun ST
KAL) [FIAE] ash [FZIK] apricot
Deep red Toju Pil Safflower 9geun Fruit of 8geun 3™
[ZA1] Maximow
iczia typica
k7]
Deep red Cotton Pil Safflower 9geun Wild spinach 3du Japanese 8geun sJ’
[RAL] [ ash apricot
Sa [k#] Pil Safflower 13geun Wild spinach 4du Japanese 10geun sJ*
ash apricot
Sukcho Pil Safflower 17geun Japanese 13geun SI*
) apricot
Beonhong Jeongju Pil Sappan 8geun Alum [F%%]  2yang [fi] ST’
[FHAL] [ ] wood [JFA]
Turmeric 2geun
[3]
Red [{[]  Jusa [4ikk]  Geun Sappan Igeun Alum 2yang sr’
wood
Yucheong Toju Pil Hispid 3dongeum  Yellow ash tree 1geun sI”
[HI] Arthraxon ES=]
=] _
Green Toju Pil Hispid 3dongeum  Yellow ash tree 1geun SJ
[Eikk] Arthraxon
Sa [k] Geun Hispid 3dongeum  Yellow ash tree Sgeun
Arthraxon

*S] is the Sangbang Jeongrye.
**GC is the "Gyuhap Chongseos
*#*TJ is the TTakji Junjeols
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