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A Study on Formative Characteristics of the Leggings Design in Contemporary Fashion

You Jung Hwangl) and Jung Hwa Choi®’

I)Daegu Gyeongbuk Design Center; Daegu, Korea
) Center for Beautiful Aging, Kyungpook National University; Daegu, Korea

Abstract : Leggings are recognized as unique fashion items that meet the needs of customers to express individuality
due to their protective and thermal functions. They are highly practical fashion items that show a casual, street and sport-
ive style with a noted influence on outdoor leisure fields. This study analyzes the sociocultural background for the spread
of leggings as well as their design characteristics, coordination characteristics and authentic characteristics. The formative
characteristics of modern legging designs are as follows. First, the shapes of modern leggings are ankle-length, calf-
length, above-knee, knee-length, stirrup and top of the foot-length. Leggings are transformed in many ways: length-
expansion, side-slit, unbalanced length, variations of straps, cut-out, trimmings, pattern transformation and complex form.
Second, modern leggings contain achromatic colors in modern and sensual image, vivid colors in sportive image and
metallic colors futuristic and technical image. Third, leggings patterns value originality, uniqueness and rarity as shown
by printed geometric patterns, hand crafted geometric and natural patterns, and abstract patterns expressed through var-
ious materials and themes. Fourth, modern leggings' textures are categorized into erotic, simply-functional, seasonless,
glossy, and metallic. Functional and fashionable leggings reflect the psychological needs of modern society. This study sug-
gests a direction for the development of legging designs and provides a theoretical database for higher value-added leg-

gings business.
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Fig. 5. 14C. Medieval Costume
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Fig. 9. 1943. http://navercast.naver.com
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Table 1. Dispersion of leggings by year and season
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Year Collection Paris Milan New york London Total Percent
S/S 40 5 32 14 91
2006 837
A/W 44 99 89 7 239
S/S 27 28 62 14 131
2007 10.61
A/W 99 73 50 65 287
S/S 28 9 15 5 57
2008 7.33
A/W 86 40 93 13 232
S/S 50 14 72 21 157
2009 19.56
A/W 193 87 277 57 614
S/S 171 40 131 29 371
2010 23.42
A/W 171 79 234 68 552
S/S 121 23 65 8 217
2011 17.13
A/W 200 32 181 45 458
S/S 76 29 82 16 203
2012 13.58
A/W 81 45 159 47 332
Total 1387 603 1542 409 3941
Percent 35.19 15.30 39.13 10.38 100
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Table 2. Dispersion of leggings by shape
Year Season Above knee Knee Calf Ankle Foot strap Top of the foot Total
S/S 4 6 39 32 10 91
2006
A/W 1 1 21 203 0 13 239
S/S 2 5 60 63 1 0 131
2007
A/W 3 6 36 192 0 50 287
S/S 2 7 11 30 4 3 57
2008
A/W 7 25 3 184 1 12 232
S/S 6 12 18 108 2 11 157
2009
A/W 9 0 27 551 2 25 614
S/S 47 6 54 207 13 44 371
2010
A/W 7 10 51 448 0 36 552
011 S/S 17 8 44 106 3 39 217
A/W 1 3 16 420 6 12 458
S/S 17 4 49 117 7 9 203
2012
A/W 13 0 18 289 2 10 332
Total 136 93 447 2950 41 274 3941
Percent 3.45 2.36 11.34 74.85 1.04 6.95 100




Fig. 17. Comme des Gargons 2007 A/W.  Fig. 18. Wayne 2010 A/W.

Fig. 19. Threeasfour 2010 S/S.

Fig. 20. House of Holland 2009 S/S.
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Table 3. Dispersion of leggings by color

Color 2006 2006 2007 2007 2008 2008 2009 2009 2010 2010 2011 2011 2012 2012 Total Percent

S/S AW SIS AW SS AW SS AW SS AW SS AS SIS AW

Red 3 1 2 5 2 9 1 12 8 16 9 7 3 9 87 1.96
Orange 1 1 2 0 3 6 2 7 20 8 2 24 4 11 91 2.05
Yellow 2 6 23 19 9 19 15 32 48 35 41 35 32 12 328 7.40
Yellow Green 1 1 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 1 6 18 041
Green 5 14 4 5 3 7 2 20 2 17 4 7 8 6 104 235
Blue Green 0 0 0 2 3 2 4 2 4 11 3 10 2 48 1.08
Blue 6 3 5 9 5 23 6 20 30 16 15 19 14 28 199 4.49
Bluish Violet 0 4 2 4 2 1 0 1 5 7 6 2 11 7 52 1.17
Purple 3 4 1 3 1 3 1 16 7 2 11 0 10 65 1.47
Reddish Purple 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 2 0 8 0 4 2 8 29 0.65
Pink 5 1 2 6 0 5 2 25 11 3 4 18 3 3 88 1.99
Brown 0 11 4 6 1 8 2 25 7 21 5 17 5 14 126 2.84
White 14 12 15 29 10 4 47 20 42 54 41 37 40 18 383 8.65
Gray 10 43 13 37 11 64 21 112 63 113 39 71 40 45 682 1540
Black 41 137 64 164 27 96 88 352 204 274 59 243 74 190 2013 4544
Multi Color 9 2 4 6 0 4 2 14 2 10 21 23 9 11 117 2.64
Total 100 240 142 297 81 257 191 662 447 595 260 522 256 380 4430 100
A 2 e ST gom, se] oF 1s, dldel o F2 AAsEu, WolAT FAS PO R So|
0%, ol oF 79, Tl oF 4%, 243} Thle] of 3% = T A8E AOE HATH kg TEOR Be HFL A

o= UEsT
HALE T2 o) ololrlzte] Zslof wa} Tkt ojmx
AEsdch. SAA A 2 7S e, A
720 ek FEjek tao] BHsia EAFQ oJuAE
ZFH(Fig. 21), AL AFHo|A e B3 AR E o
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Fig. 21. Alexander Wang 2009 Fig. 22. Y3 2011 S/S.
http://www. style.com

A/W. http.//www.style.com

Table 4. Dispersion of leggings by pattern

Year Season Geometric Abstract Natural  Etc Total
S/S 9 5 2 7 23
2006
5 3 2 5 15
S/S 26 18 13 1 58
2007
A/W 12 13 2 3 30
S/S 17 1 0 1 19
2008
A/W 29 8 7 3 47
S/S 51 15 9 2 77
2009
A/W 49 26 28 11 114
S/S 33 32 10 29 154
2010
A/W 30 55 24 11 120
S/S 60 17 20 6 103
2011
A/W 62 53 46 33 194
S/S 39 23 5 1 68
2012
A/W 33 32 11 13 89
Total 505 301 179 126 1111
Percent 4545 27.09 16.11 11.34 100

Fig. 23. Rodarte 2009 S/S.
http://mwww.style.com

Fig. 24. Costello Tagliapietra
2012 A/W. http://www.style.com
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g g o AE e Hd4E & 5 9ok Fig 23
2 S/S Aledl MEQ] #HAZE A ol 93t tololRE §
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A2 ZHEHUT

A ze] A TG ZHY, vz A ] B &
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2258 g3 22 AEel2t FHATKStyle Dot Com).
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Fig. 25. Alexander Mcqueen 2009 Fig. 26. Blumarine 2012 A/W.
S/S. http://www.style.com
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Table 5. Dispersion of leggings by fabric sensation B HE So] 9o, & Z7} A oo o AT
Year  Season Soft  See-through Glossy Metallic Total SI7Y YERDTE A —?— e folsl 23 E97|S
2006 S/S 75 8 8 0 91 7% s, W2E $eE AqdE s xdse 3.

216 1 19 3 239 Fig. 282 2010 A/W -f% Elel(Ohne Titel) 2 MM A1
2007 S/S 65 41 13 12 131 ol HAAE, WA AAIS HA o] FRIHoT FEAA 2H
257 6 20 4 287 Al AT WX w2 2R BE Rk R
s S8 47 4 3 3 57 2EH A7} Vel Ao 223 RE S Que HfEe
AW 193 14 20 5 232 Al B3], 7P REg7] wo] HdsHA datwe] @7 2o

2009 S/S 97 49 9 2 157 vl Hget Agtal & 4 dvkdJo, 2001).
AW 507 41 32 34 614 ZEAE AFARe FAS ALY SEXY e ¥
2010 S/S 268 77 17 9 371 WS 7R AAe] =S dsin g2l BEE F2AE A
AW 437 18 60 37 552 A7k v, ek, 71, oudolut uid Fol] o3 oA
ol S/s 118 59 35 5 217 2 Ueht, @sAolal njgiH]l HARE Attt 715
AW 370 44 23 21 458 A 2EAAo] 7HrEe] B gEAS 7KH, 9Tl
o2 S/S 158 15 12 18 203 Hdol} duEz xg)sle] ZEAIS] U8 7k2Ee] Ueh}
AW 261 6 43 22 332 =4, Fig. 295 2007 A/W Al& tE Alo](Daryl K)e] Y
Total 3069 383 314 175 3941 Aol T4 2EF X0l BlS JiE 71E HAER, Yo
Percent 77.87 9.72 797 444 100 A 7 A A2 wEei ) "lEe o] /iEE BF=
At (liquid leather)e}al EX=t], Yol HRAIEHA 32 &
ofe] o] ZTHUHE ZAog A {718 nE =2 F g B Ao FEATE xR BS #EA =4

Ue W FUIE B 5 shvetal @ 4 ArhFig. 25). o] HA2Z FHI

A4 e Foke, B4, A viEE, 7HE, 9, F71, S, ek QA F54 FHG WG 7R ARE A

A, AR T el o8l sladw ApEAdS 7k 71E el wet ojuA| 7}t defR e, S Fee slslal g

EFAA Rt 8 B T2 Y o3 BT Fig. o a5 7, SFuEH 22 AR =48 2 3E™

262 2012 A/W A& B30 (Bluemarine) ZE A0l 5743 &) 2 RISl mEiAR]l o|uXE UERITE #H 2ol vERt 1]
A2, vEj=sk AAe) Zolie?, ‘WOWEh= EAke) g7~ A @] Me 25, 29I 22 A Zsg g vl
Alol] 72l 22 AjFe] wigke] Al o3 stold| st 144d ZYo g AYF vl 2, gdFFo]l ZUEH YAE, 55

< 2 238l vk AR THE T8 X (lurex), WEESE 23E 2 Fo 2 e

Fig. 30 wlgolxu & Wt g2, dFrjgoe] g4
4.4, A A8 At 2= 53 71 Fuo oot A vy
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Fig. 27. Wunderkind 2010 S/S.

Fig. 28. Ohne Titel 2010 A/W. Fig. 29. Daryl K 2007 A/W. http:/ Fig. 30. Gareth Pugh 2011 S/S.
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Table 6. The formative characteristics of the leggings design
The formative vcharactervlstlcs Expressive method Meaning
of the leggings design
* Functional shape by Body conscious Functionali
* Above knee, knee, calf, ankle, foot strap, top of the foot length . ty
Shape . . . Sensuality
* Modified shape by extension and asymmetry length, modified strap and pattern, and complex form .
. . Deconstructivity
* Deconstructive modified shape by cut-out
« Achromatic color such as black and gray is empahasized that express modern and sensual image Futurity
Color * Express of dynamic imege by festively vivid color Sensuality
 Futuristic and technical color such as gold and silver by metallic fabric Dynamic
* Geometric pattern by check, stripe, circle, zigzag
Pattern ¢ Geometric and natural pattern by embroidery, beads, cut-out, collage, color-blocking, patchwork Deconstructivity

¢ Abstract pattern by printing, beads, mixed fabric, untied strand, embroidery
* Scarcty pattern by object, cartoon, character, skull, ethnic printing

» Expression of erotism by fetish fabric such as leather, latex

* Expression of fuctionality by lycra that superior in body conscious
Fabric sensation e Thin and light fabric such as lace, knit, mesh, chiffon get out of the limit of season
* Expression of glossy by vinyl, leather, latex, enamel and vinyl coating

F

* Futuristic expression by lurex, aluminium and neoprene coating

Futurity

Sensuality
unctionality

Deconstructivity

Futurity
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