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A Study of Western-Style First Birthday Clothing
for Girls from Online Shopping Malls

Sang-Hee Kwon'
Dept. of Fashion Design, Chonbuk National University; Jeonju, Korea

Abstract: In this study, Western-style first birthday clothing for girls from online shopping malls was explored. Spe-
cifically, clothing types, forms, colors, textiles, prints/patterns, and trimmings were examined. Using the keyword dol bok
(meaning “first birthday clothing”) and the search engines Naver and Daum, online shopping malls that sell or rent West-
ern-style first birthday clothing for girls were found. From 15 online shopping malls, 317 dresses, 76 outers, and 69 bon-
nets were analyzed. The one-piece dress was the main item of Western-style first birthday clothing for girls. Most first
birthday dresses were white or ivory in terms of color; other common features were the bell silhouette, a high waistline,
a midi- or knee-length skirt with multiple layers, and bow trimming. The upper bodices of dresses featured round neck-
lines without collars and sleeves, and the main textiles used for dresses were satin, lace, organza, and tulle. Two main
types of outers were jackets and capes. Most outers were white or ivory and waist-length or shorter, with elbow-length
or longer sleeves. Outers were typically made of fur, satin, and lace. Most bonnets were also white or ivory in color, made
of satin and lace, and decorated with ribbon ties and frills/ruffles. Because a precedent study indicates that a mono-
chromatic color scheme was the least favorite and that consumers want a proper fit and length-adjustable design, con-
clusions of this study point to the need for color diversification; color combinations for two-piece dresses, outers, and
accessories; and lacing or shoulder snaps instead of zippers.

Key words: first birthday clothing (5%), Western-style first birthday clothing (X %2} &%), first birthday dress (&
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Fig. 1. Princess Deokhye in 1913.  Fig. 2. A girl’s first birthday photo in
A study on court customs of the  1910. Chosun Dynasty era in photos:
Chosun Dynasty (1987), Page is  Life and customs (Part 2) (1987), p.
not marked in the book. 182.
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Fig. 3. A girl’s first birthday photo
in 1942. A study on children’s
clothing in Korea after the open-
door period (2011), p. 66.

Fig. 4. Agabang dress from the
2003 spring collection. 4 study on
children’s event dress design
(2004), p. 33.
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Table 1. Western-style first birthday clothing items for girls (n = number of websites offering the item)

Category Items
Dress One-piece dress (15)
Outer Jacket (10), Cape (10), Cardigan (2)
Top Shirt (1), Bodysuit (1)
Skirt Overskirt (1)
Underwear Petticoat (5), Bloomers (4)

Hair accessories
Footwear and hosiery

Etc.

Bonnet (14), Hair pin/band (13), Tiara/crown (5), Hair wreath (5), Veil (4)

Shoes (14), Tights/socks (7)

Corsage (1), Waist sash (1), Necklace (1)




22J9] LYE MY efo) FE A7 17

Fig. 5. La Stupenderia dress. www.kids- Fig. 6. Dress, jacket, and bonnet Fig. 7. Beth dress. www.mybaby-
runway.co.kr set. www.bambiel.com dress.co.kr

g . ~_
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Fig. 8. Angel dress. www.roramam.com Fig. 9. GM 207 dress. http://nparty.co.kr Fig. 10. Dear B violet dress. www

roramam.com
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Fig. 11. Flower dress. Atips://  Fig. 12. Stella dress. www.kidsrun- 3 2= dl=Eeloolx Are] eyt w=sl Zlof) vlel, s
cafe.naver.com/hohomom1004 way.co.kr e NED ] »EFRlY] ofe] Ao oo mA] Blele] &

o] 7M 83 FE SAol & 4 Stk
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Table 2. Type and form analysis of first birthday dresses

Type n(%) Type n(%) Type n(%) Total
Tioifers @i 302(953) One-piece dress and 200.6) One-piece dress and 10.3)
top set bonnet set 317
Dress type
One-piece dress and One-piece dress and One-piece dress, outer, (100.0)
9(2.8) . 2(0.6) 1(0.3))
outer set overskirt set and bonnet set
Bell 277(87.4) Balloon 11(3.5) H-line 3(0.9) 317
Silhouette
A-line 20(6.3) Trumpet 4(1.3) Tent 2(0.6) (100.0)
o High 302(95.3) Low 6(1.9) 317
Waistline
Natural 7(2.2) Empire 2(0.6) (100.0)
Midi 202(63.7) Mini 8(2.5) 317
Skirt length
Knee-length 103(32.5) Maxi 4(1.3) (100.0)
. Gathered 194(61.2) Unclassifiable 8(2.5) Pleated 5(1.6) 317
Skirt type .
Tiered 103(32.5) Balloon 6(1.9) Flared 1(0.3) (100.0)
. . . 317
Skirt layer Multiple 294(92.7) Single 23(7.3) (100.0)
Collarless 298(94.0) Cape 6(1.9) Ruffle 2(0.6) 317
Collar
Flat 8(2.5) Portrait 3(0.9) (100.0)
Round 244(77.0) Heart-shaped 5(1.6) Surplice 1(0.3)
[llusion 40(12.6) Square 4(1.3) Scoop 1(0.3) 317
Neckline
Camisole 103.2) Sweetheart 3(0.9) Scalloped 1(0.3) (100.0)
\'% 6(1.9) Off-the-shoulder 2(0.6)
Sleeveless 236(74.4) Long 5(1.6) 317
Sleeve length
Short 74(23.3) Three-quarter 2(0.6) (100.0)
Sleeveless 236(74.4)
Basic cap 51(16.1)
Puff 13(4.1)
Basic 6(1.9)
sl Set-in 76(24.0) Ruffled a3 317
eeve type uffled cap (1.3) (100.0)
Balloon 1(0.3)
Cold shoulder 1(0.3)
Cape 4(1.3
Raglan 5(1.6) P (13)
Cap 1(0.3)

Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
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Table 3. Background color analysis for first birthday dresses

©2J0] £59) 4P ofof F5 G719

Type n(%) Color n(%) Total
. White 176(55.5)
White, ivory 205(64.7)
Ivory 29(9.1)
Light pink 24(7.6)
Pink, peach 33(10.4) Peach 8(2.5)
Hot pink 1(0.3)
Champagne 6(1.9)
Light purple 3(0.9
The same background Pale tone 113.5) &Ht puip (©9)
color for upper bodice Light blue 1(0.3) 263(83.0)
and skirt Light gray 1(0.3)
) Gold 6(1.9)
Metallic color 9(2.8) ]
Silver 3(0.9)
Na 1(0.3
Dark color 2(0.6) " ©3)
Brown 1(0.3)
Vivid tone 2(0.6) Red 2(0.6)
Etc. 1(0.3) Black(sheer fabric) on gold 1(0.3)
White + ivory 16(5.0)
Light pink + white 5(1.6)
. Champagne + white 3(0.9)
Pale tone + white 11(3.5) . .
Light blue + white 2(0.6)
Light gray + white 1(0.3)
Black + white 5(1.6)
Dark color 11G5) Navy + white 3(0.9)
+ white or ivory ’ Dark green + white 1(0.3)
Different backgroun.d Brown + white or ivory 2(0.6)
colors for upper bodice - - 54(17.0)
and skirt Metallic color 102) Gold + white or ivory 5(1.6)
+ white or ivory ’ Silver + white 2(0.6)
Red + white or ivory 2(0.6)
Red + black 2(0.6)
Black + gold 1(0.3
Dark ?olor 200.6) g 0.3)
+ metallic color Brown + gold 1(0.3)
Light pink + black 1(0.3)
Etc. 3(0.9) Light pink + light gray 1(0.3)
White + multicolored sequins 1(0.3)
Total 317(100.0)

Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
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= A11%1_(92.7%), E(47.9%), S7FAH33.8%), B0122(16.4%) S|
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e 2AlE Y G AREte] 34 2AEE THEITH

424, =H 2~ FY
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Table 4. Analysis of color combinations used in prints/patterns and trimmings of first birthday dresses

Background color Print/pattern and trimming color n(%) Color combination n(%) Total
White or ivory (B) + black 14(12.7)
White or ivory (B) + brown 14(12.7)
Dark color 33(30.0)
Ivory (B) + purple 3(2.7)
White (B) + navy 2(1.8)
. White (B) + silver 13(11.8)
Metallic color 22(20.0) ) .
White or ivory (B) + gold 9(8.2)
White, ivo White or ivory (B) + pink 15(13.6 87(79.1
o Pink, peach 17(15.5) ) v B) +p (13.6) (1)
White (B) + peach 2(1.8)
White (B) + ivor 9(8.2
Ivory, white 10(9.1) ®) i ®.2)
Ivory (B) + white 1(0.9)
White (B) + red 2(1.8)
Vivid tone 3(2.7)
Ivory (B) + red and green 1(0.9)
Pale tone 2(1.8) White (B) + light purple 2(1.8)
White 5(4.5) Pink (B) + white 5(4.5)
Pink (B) + gold 2(1.8
Metallic color 3(2.7) ®) g (18
Pink, peach Pink (B) + silver 1(0.9) 10(9.1)
Pink (B) + black 1(0.9)
Dark color 2(1.8)
Peach (B) + purple 1(0.9)
Dark green (B) + pink 1(0.9)
Pink 327 Navy (B) + pink 1(0.9
Dark color &0 y B+ p 02 4(3.6)
Black (B) + pink 1(0.9)
Metallic color 1(0.9) Black (B) + gold 1(0.9)
Light gray (B) + white 1(0.9)
White 3(2.7) Champagne (B) + white 1(0.9)
Pale tone Light purple (B) + white 1(0.9) 5(4.5)
Metallic color 1(0.9) Champagne (B) + gold 1(0.9)
Vivid tone 1(0.9) Light blue (B) + red and green 1(0.9)
Gold (B) + brown 3(2.7)
Etc. 4(3.6) 4(3.6)
Red (B) + gold 1(0.9)
Total 110(100.0)

Shading indicates the cell showing the highest percentage.
(B): background color
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Table 5. Analysis of textiles and prints/patterns of first birthday dresses
Type n(%) Type n(%) Total
Number of upper bodice textiles Multiple 173(54.6) Single 144(45.4) 317(100.0)
Satin 279(88.0) Chiffon 72.2)
) ) Lace 94(29.7) Brocade 5(1.6)
(Mglgﬁ : f::;)‘(‘)’;;e";f; ) Organza 49(15.5) Velvet 3(0.9) 504(159.0)
Tulle 37(11.7) 3D rosette fabric 2(0.6)
Sequined fabric 27(8.5) Pique 1(0.3)
Number of skirt textiles Multiple 281(88.6) Single 36(11.4) 317(100.0)
Satin 294(92.7) Chiffon 4(1.3)
) ) Tulle 152(47.9) 3D rosette fabric 4(1.3)
(Mu]tipliki':s;))r(ltslie,s N3 1) Organza 107(33.8) Brocade 206)  635(200.3)
Lace 52(16.4) Velvet 2(0.6)
Sequined fabric 17(5.4) Pique 1(03)
None 182(57.4) Bows 3(0.9)
) Flowers 106(33.4) Dots 2(0.6)
(Multiplzrlrzts/;l:z;t:zl N3 Abstract 11(3.5) Grids 2(0.6) 319(100.6)
Plant stems 7(2.2) Hearts 1(0.3)
Geometric 4(1.3) Stripes 1(0.3)
Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
Table 6. Analysis of trimming on first birthday dresses (Multiple response)
Type n(%) Type n(%) Type n(%) Total
Bows 275(86.8) Contrast binding 21(6.6) Patch pockets 2(0.6)
Waist sash 96(30.3) Frills/ruftles 18(5.7) Flaps on the bust 2(0.6)
Sequins 92(29.0) Lace hem 17(5.4) Contrast picot edge 1(0.3)
Pearls 82(25.9) Peplum 12(3.8) Contrast cuffs 1(0.3)
o Corsage 66(20.8) Contrast interlock 9(2.8) Scalloped hem 1(0.3)
Té\‘/’l‘;“l‘;l)g Wire interlock hem  50(15.8) Flounces 7(22)  Heart-shaped buttons  1(03)  936(295.3)
Floral appliqué 44(13.9) None 7(2.2) Smocking 1(0.3)
Crystals 35(11.0) Brooch 6(1.9) Cut-out on the back 1(0.3)
Lace appliqué 34(10.7) Braid trim 4(1.3) Detachable fur cuffs 1(0.3)
Pleats 24(7.6) Lacing 3(0.9)  Revealed waist seam 103)
Horsehair braid hem  23(7.6) Cape on back shoulders ~ 3(0.9) allowance
Back waist 239(86.9) Shoulder 1244y Comer of the back g
BOVzNIil;;ZI)nem . o neckline 367(133.5)
Front waist 110(40.0) emefl etkltinz TN 415)  Center of the bustline  1(0.4)
Neckline 40(43.5) Appliqué 13(14.1) Corsage on the waist 1(1.1)
Sequin placement ~ Bow on the waist 24(26.1) Armhole 7(7.6) Sleeve hem 1(1.1) 128(139.1)
(V=92) Waistline 1920.7)  Above the bustline 5(5.4) Shoulder 1(1.1)
Upper Bodice 14(15.2) Collar 2(2.2) Skirt 1(1.1)
Neckline 47(57.3) Shoulder 7(8.5) Armbhole 4(4.9)
Pearl placement Waistline 14(17.1)  Corsage on the waist 6(7.3) Sleeve hem 3(3.7) 114(139.0)
(N=82) Appliqué 11(13.4)  Bow on the waist 5(6.1) Collar 1(1.2)
Upper Bodice 10(12.2) Above the bustline 5(6.1) Skirt 1(1.2)
Corsage placement Front waist 56(84.8) Back waist 2(3.0) Shoulder 1(1.5)
(N=66) Center of the front 7(10.6)  Center of the bustline  1(1.5) 67(101.5%4)

neckline

Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
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Table 7. Analysis of first birthday outers for girls

Type n(%) Type n(%) Type n(%) Total
Outer type Jacket 50(65.8) Cape 21(27.6) Cardigan 5(6.6) 76(100.0)
Length Waist 40(52.6) Above the waist 35(46.1) Between the waistand hip ~ 1(1.3) 76(100.0)
Collarless 57(75.0) Flat 709.2)
Collar 76(100.0)
Shawl 11(14.5) Stand 1(1.3)
Three-quarter ~ 24(43.6 Lon 11(20.0
Sleeve q (43.6) g (20.0) 55(100.0)
length  Elbow-length 12(21.8) Short 3(14.5)
Basic 25(45.5)
Form
Puff 22(40.0)
Set-in 52(94.5) Cap 2(3.6)
Sleeve Tucked 2(3.6) 55(100.0)
type
Petal 1(1.8)
Drop shoulder 2(3.6) Cap 2(3.6)
Raglan 1(1.8) Bell 1(1.8)
o White 46(60.5)
White, ivory 60(78.9)
Ivory 14(18.4)
) Light pink 8(10.5)
Background color Pink, peach 9(11.8) 76(100.0)
Peach 1(1.3)
Black 6(7.9)
Dark color 7(9.2)
Brown 1(1.3)
Fur 23(30.3) Knit 4(5.3) Organza 2(2.6)
Textiles Satin 23(30.3) 3D rosette fabric ~ 3(3.9) Tulle 2(2.6) £3(109.2)
(Multiple response, N=76) Lace 17(22.4) Brocade 2(2.6) Tweed 1(1.3) ’
Velvet 4(5.3) Velboa 2(2.6)
None 57(75.0) Abstract 3(3.9)
Print/pattern 76(100.0)
Flowers 14(18.4) Geometric 2(2.6)
Pearls 27(35.5) Frills/ruffles 6(7.9) Embroidery 1(1.3)
None 16(21.1) Brooch 4(5.3) Turn-up cuffs 1(1.3)
Trimming Lace hem 13(17.1) Corsage 3(3.9) Contrast binding 1(1.3) 114(150.0)
(Multiple response, N=76) Ribbon ties 11(14.5)  Floral appliqué  3(3.9) Braid trim 1(1.3) ’
Bows 11(14.5)  Pom-pom ties 3(3.9)
Sequins 11(14.5)  Lace appliqué 2(2.6)

Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
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Table 8. Analysis of the first birthday bonnet for girls

Type n(%) Type n(%) Type n(%) Total
White 40(58.0)
White, ivory 47(68.1)
Ivory 7(10.1)
Pink 14(20.3)
Black 3(4.3)
Dark color 4(5.8)
Background Brown 1(1.4) 69(100.0)
Mint 1(1.4)
Vivid tone 2(2.9)
Yellow 1(1.4)
Silver 1(1.4)
Etc. 2(2.9)
Champagne 1(1.4)
i i White + pink 6(18.2
White orllvory 7212) p (18.2)
(B) + pink Ivory + pink 1(3.0)
Pink (B)+white  7(21.2)
Color
White (B)+gold  5(15.2)
White (B) 30.1) White + light blue  2(6.1)
+pale tone "7 White +light purple  1(3.0)
White (B)+black  2(6.1)
Combination White (B) +yellow  2(6.1) 33(100.0)
Dark color (B) 26.1) Black + white 1(3.0)
+ white ' Brown + white  1(3.0)
White (B) + ivory  1(3.0)
Silver (B) + white  1(3.0)
Etc. 5(15.2) Mint (B) + white  1(3.0)
Black (B) + gold 1(3.0)
Yellow (B) + navy 1(3.0)
Textiles Satin 59(85.5) Tulle 22(31.9) Fur 1(1.4)
(Multiple response, 149(215.9)
N=69) Lace 59(85.5) Organza 8(11.6)
Print/pattern None 49(71.0) Flowers 20(29.0) 69(100.0)
Ribbon ties 68(98.6) Corsage 17(24.6) Lace appliqué  2(2.9)
T_”mm‘“g Frills/ruffles 63(91.3) Pleats 9(13.0) Crystals 2(2.9)
(Multiple response, . T 217(314.5)
N=69 Bows 28(40.6)  Floral appliqué 3(4.3) Braid trim 1(1.4)
Pearls 21(30.4) Sequins 3(4.3)

Shading indicates the cells showing the highest percentage within each category.
(B): background color
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